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Recording Interviews & Other Audio 

Using a Smartphone 
Microphones have come a long way on phones and the audio quality, while not as good as in an 

acoustically treated studio with a quality microphone, is generally usable for speech radio broadcast. 

Android: Search Google Play Store for “Audio Recorder” – (I use one from Sony)  

iPhone: iOS has a built-in recorder “Voice Memos”  

Smartphone apps to record are generally intuitive and easy to use. Some things to watch out for: 

• Audio quality: Change the settings to high quality mp3 (or even wav file) if you have the space 

on your phone to do so. 

• Sharing: It’s handy to be able to share the audio via email, Google Drive, etc., so you can edit the 

files on a computer, otherwise you will need to use a USB cable or eject the SD card. 

Smartphones have technology designed to keep the recording level consistent, but try and keep the 

phone relatively near the sound source to get the best recording. 

Using a Digital Audio Recorder 
Source FM has some digital audio recorders which can be borrowed by members. Although they all 

differ slightly the basic concepts are the same. They will give better quality audio than recording with a 

phone, but are slightly more complicated to use.  

The recorders should be set up to use when you get them. 

Setting Recording Levels 

Point the recorder at the sound source. Watch the recording levels and adjust. On some recorders, you’ll 

have to press record to see the levels. You want the level to be somewhere in the middle to somewhere 

at the top. If it’s always at the top/in the red it’s too loud and will sound distorted. Experiment with 

recording and listening back to see how things sound. When you’re happy with the levels you can 

record. Remember to keep checking the levels while recording. 

Tips for Interviews 
Comfort: Can you really hold your arm in that position for 10 minutes? 

Consider your questions first. Think about what information you want to get out of the interviewer. 

Keep it short! When interviewing, the less audio you record, the quicker and easier the editing process. 

Wading through an hour of an interview to find the 2 minutes you want is not something you will want 

to repeat too often. 

Record some ambient sounds. Get some recordings of the ambient area if you’re doing a feature. 

Record for a minute each time to give yourself plenty to work with. This will give you some atmosphere 

to work with when editing. 
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Consider the environment: Is it too noisy? Move away from the noise to somewhere quiet. Or maybe 

you want a bit of background noise to set the context (e.g. recording an interview in a school, some 

children playing in the background).  

Wind: Wind noise will ruin your recording. If you don’t have a wind shield, consider going inside, or 

finding somewhere sheltered. 

Leave a gap: It’s good practice to leave a gap of 2 or 3 seconds at the start and end of the recording to 

ease editing. 

Ask for permission: You can even ask for verbal consent at the start of the recording. 

Keep Quiet: In normal conversation, we react to what people are saying “Yeah”, “mm-hmm”, “really?” 

etc., etc. For the purposes of interviews, it’s best to stay silent while the interviewee is speaking (you 

can explain this beforehand and/or nod vigorously instead). 

Keep records. When recording lots of files - log files or record yourself saying what the recording is at 

the start of it. This will save lots of time later! 

If you can, use headphones. You will hear what is actually being recorded (and you’ll look professional!) 

Idea: Ask the interviewee to repeat the question back to you before answering it. This way you can edit 

the interview into a believable monologue without your questions. 

Idea: If interviewing several people make one or two of the questions the same so you can compile the 

answers into a section. E.g. favourite moments. 

Resources 
Handy guide to using Voice Memos on iPhone: http://osxdaily.com/2016/05/04/record-audio-iphone-

voice-memos/  

Zoom H1 Getting Started Guide: https://www.zoom-

na.com/sites/default/files/products/downloads/pdfs/H1_QuickStartGuide_English.pdf  

BBC Academy Radio Production http://www.bbc.co.uk/academy/production/radio  
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